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A Letter From Chip

About four years ago the Lord called me to Middle School Ministry. | had previously ministered as a
full-time Minister of Students for six years. However, God desired me to reach out to those that
many times feel left out and undesired, the “field of Middle Schoolers!” DUHN, DUHN,DUHHHN!
Sorry for the dramatic humor, as | am a Middle School Pastor.

People asked me, “Why would you want to be a Middle School Pastor?” My response is that God has
shown me some rather amazing things about Middle Schoolers. First, they are at a time in their

life where they are so impressionable, and, if they are not guided, they may be molded by the
wrong people. | personally feel that this group of students is at a time in their life where they
choose to either be a leader for Christ or a follower of the World. Second, they are a group that
loves to learn and have tons of fun.

All throughout Scripture we see God using middle school aged students. For example, David
defeating Goliath when he was 12, Mary being the virgin mother that would carry Jesus, and the
only glimpse of Jesus in his youth was at the temple when he was approximately middle school age.
This shows me that God has big plans for middle schoolers, and we cannot underestimate their
passions, desires, or abilities to be servants for Christ.

Now that you know my passion for middle schoolers and why 1 do what I do...I would like to
encourage you as the parent(s) to be actively involved in your child’s life. Shockingly enough,
we have found that there is a direct correlation between a student’s hunger and commitment to
God and their parent’s spiritual example and enthusiasm level shown daily at home. They follow
your lead.

With that in mind, our student ministry purpose statement, present goals, and team of leaders are
set up “to radically influence middle schoolers, build their social skills, bring about emotional
healing when needed, and equip them to be mighty in the Lord and to disciple others.” Knowing
that middle schoolers are constantly being fed moral garbage through the media, we have designed
the ministry to effectively deal with areas that middle schoolers are going through. We desire to
help you as the parent through this difficult time in your child’s life in any way we can.

Please let us know how we may help you in this effort to equip your child spiritually. Also, we

would love to have you as a parent involved in helping in this ministry, from teaching to chaperoning

an event to just being present.

May God bless you as you seek His wisdom, grace, and love during your child’s wonderful
metamorphic school years.

In Christ,

Cop s

Chip Paul
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The Radiate Middle School Ministry understands that God has given parents
the primary responsibility to raise their children. We therefore seek to
undergird and support that. We are not trying to replace or substitute

for parents but to strengthen and reinforce you during these weird and
cocooning years.

Parents have an open invitation to our events. You are welcome to visit and
listen in on any of our activities and programs. We seek to continually teach
the truth in love and have nothing to hide. Come by any time!

Parents are invited to communicate often with me and their child’s
lifegroup leader as to what is going on with their child and how the church
can pray and minister to them. 90% of parents do NOT do this. Please share
your creative ideas and encourage insights as to ways our ministry can
bring even more glory to God.

Parents are invited to take ownership into the middle school ministry by
praying for us, serving with us, chaperoning at activities, and offering
your talents. We do not want to minister only to students but the entire
family. Ask any parent who volunteers with the student ministry if they
ever get blessed, encouraged, or see God move in mighty ways. We invite
you to join us for the glory of God.

Parents are invited to utilize our student activities, events, programs,
resources, and manpower to help you disciple your children. Upon your
request, | want to be available to come to your child’s school and speak,
visit your child at lunch, visit you in your home, or assist in counseling and
encouraging your child.















